[An Introductory Lecture in Theory without practical knowledge in most departments of work is a dangerous thing, but I think this especially applies to dental mechanics which never can, from the varying nature of the oral structures, be an exact art, and the practitioner who has neglected practical work in the workroom and relies upon theoretical knowledge gained from books or upon his own fancied ingenuity, will be constantly creating difficulties for himself and his patients by endeavouring to carry out in practice ideas which appear theoretically good but which are practical impossibilities. Earnest attention to this special branch of your professional studies will aid you also in another way, for it will help you to a better performance of your surgical operations. The hand of the dental surgeon must undergo training in some form or another so that it may gain that power, flexibility, dexterity and delicacy of touch which are essential elements for the proper handling of the various instruments employed in oral operations. The attainment of manipulative skill with the dental surgeon is an absolute necessity, and this skill should not be attained at the expense of the patient, but should be acquired, at any rate to a certain extent, before the student begins to handle the living subject. What 
